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GENERAL MEETINGS OF THE ALPINE CLUB 1993

12 January
9 February

6-7 March

16 March
13 April
11 May

15 June

24-25 Sept

12 October
26 October
9 November
13 November
6 December

Roger Mear, Nanga Parbat 1991
Wolfgang Stefan, Mountain Odyssey: Forty Years'
Alpinism
North Wales Meet and General Meeting
Lindsay Griffin, Mongolia, Camels, Yurts and Yeti Tracks
Simon Yates, Patagonian Big Walls
Gordon Stainforth, Eye to the Hills
George Band, Peter Mould and Patrick Limerick,
A Bhutan Evening
Everest Anniversary Evening.
Portraits of Everest by Rick AlIen, Chris Bonington,
Ed Webster and Michael Westmacott
Lake District Meet and General Meeting
Jim Fotheringham, Climbs in the Caucasus
Robert Anderson, Seven Summits
A Debate, Competition Climbing
Martin Moran, Alpine 4000 metres Marathon
Annuual Symposium at Plas y Brenin, Africa's Mountains
Annual General Meeting

. George Band, Return to Everest
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The Annual London Dinner was held on 7 December at The Great Hall,
St Bartholomew's Hospital. The Chief Guest was Joss Lynam and the
Toast to the Guests was proposed by Jim Milledge.

CLIMBING MEETINGS 1993

20-21 February
6-7 March
26-27 June
24 July - 7 August
2-10 September
24-25 September

ACG/AC Winter Meet, Glencoe
North Wales Meet and General Meeting
Derbyshire Meet
Alpine Meet based at Grindelwald
Cornwall Meet - joint meet with CC at Bosigran
Lake District Meet

THE ALPINE CLUB LIBRARY 1993

The Library continues to flourish under new management. Mrs Margaret
Ecclestone has succeeded Mrs Pat Johnston who resigned at the end of
1993 after 15 years dedicated service. John Peacock also succeeded Jon
MelIor as Treasurer during 1992. On being elected President of the Club,
Michael Westmacott resigned as Chairman after guiding the Library Coun
cil for seven years through the difficult period of the move from South
Audley Street to Charlotte Road, via the Ski Club, and the establishment
of the Library in our new premises. I was invited to succeed him, and
initiated a review of our objectives in order to develop a fresh operating
plan.

Following the 1992 Appeal, which raised a very creditable £187,000,
mostly from Club members, the most urgent and important matter was to
safeguard the Library's financial future by prudent investment for both
capital growth and some £15,000-£20,000 annual operating income.
Accordingly, Fleming Private Asset Management were appointed in March
to manage the portfolio, and the Charity Commissioners confirmed that
we were not restricted in our range of investments.

A second aim was to increase the 'user friendliness' of the Library. An
information leaflet was developed; regulations were reviewed and opening
hours extended to cover the additional Club informal evening meetings.
The policy for acquisitions was clarified.

The historical database for the Himalayan Index is largely complete, with
references to 3700 expeditions to 1900 mountains over 6000m; so Anne
Andrews has relinquished her role and the index is now maintained vol
untarily, largely by Sally Holland.

The next major Library task is to update the Catalogue. Volume One,
published in 1982, covered the period to 1979, with some 19,000 book
entries. There is now scope for a similar sized Volume Two. A working
group, drawing on the professional expertise of Margaret Clennett and
Chris Gravina, was set up to consider how best to proceed.
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Their recommendation was not to publish a further volume but to adopt
a computerised catalogue system using a special Library package such as
INMAGIC. Once installed with voluntary help, our Librarian could keep
pace with new entries; but the 14-year backlog would require the services
of a professional cataloguer. This approach was agreed in principle by the
Council and at the end of 1993 additional funds were being sought from
the British Library and various charitable bodies to pay for this exciting
development, which falls outside the Library's normal operating budget.

During the year, three exhibitions were arranged: the first was of Ever
est photographs and memorabilia to commemorate the 40th Anniversary
of the first ascent; the second showed some outstanding black and white
photographs by our late member Douglas Milner, which he bequeathed to
the Club; and thirdly, there was a display of the Club's many paintings
and watercolours which are not normally on view.

As always, the Library is marvellously served by a dedicated core of
members: those already mentioned, plus Bob Lawford, Jerry Lovatt, Peter
Ledeboer, and Livia Gollancz as Archivist, assisted by Margaret Darvall.
I thank them all.

George Band

HONOURS AND AWARDS

The New Year Honours List
Two members received the MBE. Congratulations to Dawson Stelfox and
Rebecca Stephens. Congratulations also to Alan Blackshaw who received
an OBE in 1992 for services to mountaineering.

Honorary Membership
In May 1993 Sir Edmund Hillary KBE was made an Honorary Member of
the UIAA in recognition of his distinguished mountaineering career and
long-term service to the Sherpa people. The following have been made
Honorary Members of the Alpine Club: Michael Ward CBE in December
1992 and Janet Carleton OBE (Janet Adam Smith) in December 1993.

The Boardman Tasker Memorial Award for Mountain Literature
The 11 th award ceremony was held at the Alpine Club on 21 October 1993.
The judges were Terry Gifford (Chairman), Sheila Harrison and Paul Nunn.
The winner was The Ascent by Jeff Long (Headline). Shortlisted were The
Undiscovered Country by Phil Bartlett (The Emest Press) and This Game of
Ghosts by Joe Simpson (Jonathan Cape).

Medical Honours
Michael Ward was elected Master of the Worshipful Society of Apothecar
ies of London for the year 1993/94. Griffith Pugh was presented with an
Honorary Diploma in Sports Medicine. Both awards were announced in
The Times of 20 August 1993.
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THE TYNDALL MEMORIAL

John Tyndall, FRS, 1820-1893, was one of our most distinguished mem
bers. He made the first ascent of the Weisshorn in 1861, attempted the
Matterhorn from Breuil in 1860 and 1863, reaching the shoulder later known
as Pic Tyndall, and made the first traverse of the Matterhorn from Breuil
to Zermatt. He built a house at Belalp, near which is a memorial raised by
his widow. The commune of Naters have cleaned up the memorial and
added a centenary plaque in four languages saying briefly who Tyndall
was. The plaque was unveiled on 11 September 1993 at a well-attended
ceremony organised by the local Gemeinde. The Alpine Club was repre
sented by Trevor Braham who has had the enthusiasm to stimulate the
refurbishment of the memorial for this centenary year of John Tyndall's
death. The plaque would not have been erected but for Trevor Braham's
generosity in underwriting the cost.

M J Esten

UIAA COUNCIL MEETING AT PLAS Y BRENIN
27-29 May 1993

To coincide with the 40th anniversary of the first ascent of Everest the
British Mountaineering Council hosted the council meeting of the Inter
national Union of Alpine Associations, the world body of mountaineer
ing. Over 60 delegates from overseas converged on Plas y Brenin for a
truly memorable weekend. They were joined on the Friday evening by
members of the 1953 Everest team, staying at the nearby Pen-y-Gwyrd
Hotel, for a splendid buffet reception during which Sir Edmund Hillary
was made an Honorary Member of the UIAA for his distinguished moun
taineering career and for his long-term service to the Sherpa people.

Apart from the obvious celebrations, the UIAA held two days of intens
ive meetings at Plas y Brenin. As is customary, the chairmen of the various
commissions reported on the work of their commissions since the last
meeting of the General Assembly in Japan the previous October. Among
the important issues discussed were the reorganisation and restructuring
of the UIAA, on which a working group is currently engaged. The level of
UIAA involvement in mountaineering competitions (apart from com
petition climbing which the UIAA has organised at an international level
since 1988) in areas such as ski-alpinism was also hotly debated. Opinions
seemed to be equally divided, and there was much concern about the en
vironmental impact of further competitions in mountain regions. A
working group of the mountaineering commission, under the chairman
ship of Alan Blackshaw, was given the task of studying the problem and
reporting to the next General Assembly in Chile. [See 'Competitions in
Mountain Areas', pages 163-168.] In addition, Alan Blackshaw's commis
sion has been working on draft model standards for the training of moun
tain leaders and these have been circulated to all the Federations.
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The British Mountaineering Council has a strong involvement with the
UIAA at present. In addition to Alan Blackshaw and his Mountaineering
Commission Secretary Roger Payne, Ivor Delafield has been Chairman of
the Competition Climbing Committee, George Steele and Neville McMillan
are on the Safety Commission, Dave Morris is Secretary of the Mountain
Protection Commission, Michael Westmacott is Vice-Chairman of the Docu
mentation Commission, while Charles Clarke is on the Medical and Paul
Nunn on the Expeditions Commissions. Ian McNaught-Davis, President
of the BMC, is proposed as the next UIAA Vice-President at the General
Assembly in October, a great honour for himself and the BMC and the first
time anyone from the UK has been offered this important post.

Altogether it was a highly successful and enjoyable weekend at Plas y
Brenin and both the overseas guests and the 1953 Everest team were full
of praise for the warmth of their welcome at the National Mountain Centre.

It is 25 years since the UIAA last visited Plas y Brenin. At that time, in
1968, Lord Hunt was President of the BMC and the UIAA General Assem
bly met at the Bonnington Hotel (especially chosen?) in London and then
had the option to visit North Wales and see the various activities at the
centre. It is interesting to reflect on the prices charged then, when bed and
breakfast at the Bonnington was £2 15s per person, and the two-day visit
to Wales, including all travel, railway sleeper, meals and hotel accommo
dation cost just £14.

Derek Walker
BMC General Secretary

August 1993

ALPINE CLUB SYMPOSIUM 1993: AFRICA'S MOUNTAINS

Plas y Brenin once again provided a venue for the Symposium held on
Saturday 13 November. The large audience was made up of those who
had been to Africa, those who wanted to go there and an indeterminate
but welcome group who perhaps came in initially to avoid the evil weather
that marked the transition from autumn to winter. The proceedings were
introduced by George Band.

A Dark Continent
John Temple's introductory talk began with an apologia for the relative
absence of 'serious' mountains in Africa. There had been commendable
efforts to make up for the Continent's deficiencies in this respect, ranging
from the construction of the Pyramids to the invention of the Kong Moun
tains, a 5000km range extending from Sierra Leone eastwards to the
Mountains of the Moon. In Africa, heat and thirst were your fellow tra
vellers in place of the cold and hunger of the Greater Ranges, and could
prove equally lethal and even less comfortable. John Temple's talk
concluded with a brief description of the first ascent of Mt Kenya's
Diamond Buttress.
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Footloose and Fancy Freelance
Matt Dickinson gave a wide-ranging account of the mountains and hill
country of the quarter of the continent between the Mediterranean and
the Gulf of Guinea. The Atlas, with their broad crests and rubble slopes,
are trekking and ski-touring country. Much of their attraction is to be found
in the valleys, where the architecture and lifestyle of the Berbers survive
as a unique culture. In the heart of the Sahara the Hoggar offer trekking
and high quality rock-climbing, some of which is remarkably accessible.
The Tassili, a vast gallery of rock art, is more difficult to reach, its remoter
gorges still probably unvisited. It was particularly satisfying to see and
hear something of the rarely visited Mt Cameroun and Mandara range.

The Northern Highlands of Tanzania
In a talk prepared at short notice, Ian Munro described a line of volcanoes
starting in the west with the huge caldera of Ngorongoro, its rim over
3000m, its floor a justly famous haven for wildlife. To the north the wide
moorlands of the Crater Highlands end abruptly with the western scarp
of the Rift valley, at the foot of which rise the currently active 01 Doinyo
Lengai. Mt Meru, to the east, was active at the turn of the century, forming
a neat recent conelet in the wild amphitheatre which rises in lOOOm cliffs
to the summit. On Kilimanjaro, the mountaineer should explore the
dramatic southern slopes or the lunar landscape of the crater icefields to
appreciate what is on offer.

A Tour of South African Crags
Evan Wiercx described how the combination of reliable good weather,
varied and often accessible cliffs and a welcoming climbing community
makes the region a most attractive destination for those seeking a climb
ing holiday. For variety there are kloofs (gorges) to be descended, with a
combination of slides, jumps and abseils down the waterfalls. The reported
'Best Rock Climb in the Universe' in the Cedarberg must be an irresistible
attraction for those in E2 mode.

The Ruwenzori
Andrew Wielochowski 's first visit to the Ruwenzori was from the western
(Zaire) side. A series of huts built in the colonial era were, like much else,
neglected; the tracks were overgrown but the mountains when reached
were as impressive as ever. The Uganda side displayed similar neglect
until a UN-funded programme promoted by Guy Yeoman reopened the
tracks and restored the huts, making the Mountains of the Moon more
accessible than they had been for a quarter century. The snow-covered
crowns of the main peaks, however, will take more than UN funds to
preserve them against the threat of global warming.

The Rock-Climbing Scene in Central Africa
Zimbabwe's seemingly limitless rock-climbing possibilities kept Chris Field
busy for the two years he was stationed there. The army exercises he was
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involved in constantly brought new areas to his attention. Conforming to
local convention, Chris became a convert to bolt belays. Jerry Gore had
only two weeks in the area and had to fit in a honeymoon as well as the
rock-climbing. Judging from his slides he got his priorities right.

From Poi to Point John
Pat Littlejohn described the second ascent of the Wielochowski-Corkill
route on Poi and the free ascent of the overhanging W face of Point John,
Mt Kenya. Pat spoke of the debilitating effects of thirst and heat, and
recounted how he and John Mothersele had been stuck in a storm on the
W face of Point John, wet and cold, and how they had personally experi
enced Kenya's claim to be a land of contrasts.

The 1993 Symposium was organised by John Temple, Jerry Gore and Sheila
Harrison, with help from Cotswold Camping of Betwys y Coed.

John Temple

THE SEVENTH INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL
OF MOUNTAINEERING LITERATURE

Bretton Hall, Yorkshire, 20th November 1993

When I dropped in at Doug Scott's house in 1986 he unrolled across the
floor a plan for his autobiography. It was fifteen feet long. Doug opened
the Festival by displaying this tatty scroll and reading from work in pro
gress. Then he admitted that he had taken the advance from Hodder &
Stoughton in 1976 and that life was outpacing the autobiography. Judg
ing from the originality of his writing so far, it will be worth waiting for.

Mick Ryan had accepted this year's Festival challenge by offering to
respond to the question 'Can sport climbing produce interesting writing?'
After a thorough survey of the field, he admitted that it hadn't so far, but
he then read two pieces of his own that revealed a sport climber who could
write brilliantly, if not actually about bolted routes. It was Mick's bould
ering piece which most impressed the audience.

When I realised that the title of Steve Dean's new biography of Colin
Kirkus, Hands ofa Climber, was taken from a poem by Colin's brother Guy
who is still very much alive, I invited Guy to read three climbing poems
to us, one of which was written over half a century ago. Guy was able to
make a strong and moving reading from a pamphlet of his three poems
published as a limited edition especially for the occasion by Jack Baines's
Ernest Press. By contrast, three newly-commissioned poems were read by
the young climber Kym Martindale. These were so widely admired that
she has been commissioned to produce three more poems for the next event,
on 19 November 1994.

The well known Alpine Journal contributor Phil Bartlett answered the
question 'Why go on writing about it?' by discussing his recently pub
lished philosophical enquiry The Undiscovered Country. Probing questions
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from the floor showed what an important book this will become for clari
fying the thinking of mountaineering readers.

The laid-back philosophy of Allen Steck disguised the meticulous ap
proach of mountaineering editors in the USA when Al spoke about '25
Years of Ascent - The Inside Story'. Allen Steck had been flown over from
California by the Wild Country Foundation in recognition of the work by
the Sierra Club, publishers of Ascent, in protecting mountain environments.

A repeat of the adjudication address, originally given at the Boardman
Tasker Memorial Award ceremony in October at the Alpine Club, prece
ded a reading from Jeff Long's winning novel The Ascent; a lively debate
followed. The annual Festival writing competition, run in conjunction with
High magazine, was judged by Doug Scott and Robin Campbell. David
Atkinson's winning story 'Delayed on the Hill' was read by Ian Smith and
published in the December 1993 issue of High.

The opening of an exhibition of Bill Maltman's Scottish mountain
watercolours anticipated the appearance of Robin Campbell who had
journeyed from Perth to give an eruqite and witty lecture on Scottish Vic
torian mountaineering writing. Quoting from SMC Journals of the 1880s,
Campbell demonstrated how hilarious some Victorian writing can be. Sir
Hugh Munro yielded good examples of this. Campbell suggested that
Munro often strode the hills alone 'because he was not much liked'.

Terry Gifford

To receive details of future Festivals write to Terry Gifford, Bretton Hall College,
West Bretton, Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF4 4LG.

THE HIMALAYAN MOUNTAINEERING INSTITUTE,
DARJEELING

The foundation stone of the Institute was laid by Shri Jawharlal Nehru on
4 November 1954. To mark its 40th Anniversary the Alpine Club gave the
Institute a leather-bound presentation copy of John Hunt's The Ascent of
Everest, the gift having been funded by two Club members. We are grate
ful to Roy Watkins of Himalayan Kingdoms who kindly transported the
book to Darjeeling and personally presented it to Col Ajit K Dutt, the
Principal of the Institute.

'I was pleased to have the opportunity to present the book,' said Roy. 'It
was very well received and the experience made a significant impact upon
my own trip - well worth carrying the extra weight! I was accompanied
by a group of eleven trekkers and we were made extremely welcome by
Colonel Dutt, who made us all a cup of tea and spoke to us about the Insti
tute. We were then shown a delightful film on the first all-Indian ascent of
Everest. This was a great bonus for my group who were thrilled to be
associated - even in such a small way - with improving the boundaries of
international understanding and co-operation.'

(See also 'The Himalayan Mountaineering Institute, Darjeeling', page 225.)
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WHYMPER'S TENT
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Whymper's tent has been refurbished professionally at very considerable
expense by the Royal School of Needlework, the work being made possible
through the generosity of Frank Solari to whom the Club is very grateful.
The refurbished tent, together with other artefacts, was displayed at the
Club as part of the celebrations of the first ascent of Everest in May 1993.

The provenance of the tent has long been a puzzle, and a clue was dis
covered at the time of the 125th anniversary celebration of the first ascent
of the Matterhorn (see AJ96) when discussions between myself and gUides
from Valtournanche revealed that the tent had found its way to the Club
somehow from their valley, where it had remained in a barn since the days
of Whymper's campaigns on the Matterhorn. Antoine Carrel, grandson
of the Carrel, Mayor of Valtournanche, and a frequent visitor to the Club,
has pursued these earlier discussions and we are very gratefUl to him for
the following account:

'The tent was Whymper's present to the Alpine guide Angel Maquignaz,
son of the famous Jean Joseph, who disappeared in 1890 on Mont Blanc.
Angel Maquignaz, as well as climbing throughout the Alps, was with
Freshfield on the trip around Kangchenju.nga in 1899. He was also one of
Guido Rey's personal guides. Angel left the tent to his brother, Jean Baptiste
Maquignaz, who was one of the party, with Jean Joseph Maquignaz's father
and Daniele Maquignaz, Jean Joseph's nephew, who climbed the Dent du
Geant in 1882. Jean Baptiste left it to his cousin Daniele, Camillo's father
and Piero Maquignaz's grandfather, who sold it to Guido Monzino who
in turn presented it to the Alpine Club.'

When the Club was given the tent by Guido Monzino in 1965 or there
abouts, it was in a very dilapidated condition, consistent with the story
from the Valtournanche guides. It must have been damp for some time as
substantial areas of the material of the sides and floor of the tent had dis
appeared, the damage being worst at the entrance end. Frank Solari
recalls that, at the time of receipt of the tent, the Club was not well organised
in the custody of its various treasures and no one was delegated specific- .
ally for the task. The basement of 75 South Audley Street reflected a long
period of neglect, and awaited Bob Lawford's arrival on the scene to
catalogue and organise it. Memory of the action taken on receipt is dim,
but the Rev Fred Jenkins made the box which has protected it ever since;
no other attention seems to have been given to conservation or preserv
ation at that time.

Prior to the Everest anniversary, the tent appears to have been publicly
displayed only once - when the new Library Catalogue was published.
The many gaps in the fabric made it difficult to erect and ad hoc supports
had to be contrived, causing local stress and threatening to tear the edges
of some of the voids. It was clear that the tent could not be displayed
again without risk.

On the Club's departure from South Audley Street, Frank Solari sought
advice from the Victoria and Albert Museum and the Royal School of
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Needlework. The RSN recommended that a fabric similar to and com
patible with the original material be stitched to the inside as a support.
Frank Solari relayed the RSN proposal to the Committee, offering to bear
all of the considerable cost of the work. The Committee initially took a
very cautious position but, after discussion, authorised the work to pro
ceed. A few Committee members expressed reservations at the time about
'interfering' with the tent but, so far as the Hon Secretary is aware, none of
them is now other than most impressed with the result of the work.

The Club wishes to record its gratitude to Frank Solari for his generos
ity, both financially and with his time in studying the best means to con
serve the tent. Surprisingly, no record is to be found in the Alpine Journal
concerning the original generosity of the Count of Monzino and all the
others who have helped to bring the tent to the Club and to unravel its
history; it is hoped that this short article makes amends.

However, like all good stories, this one has not quite ended. Compari
son made by Jerry Lovatt of the tent with descriptions to be found in
Whymper's Scrambles Amongst the Alps reveals that the tent in our posses
sion is not identical to the one described in detail and recommended in
Chapter V. It is, however, a very considerable development beyond the
tent described as unsatisfactory earlier in the book, and could reasonably
be interpreted as a model produced shortly before the final one described
in Scrambles. The puzzle now remaining is, bearing in mind the history of
the first ascent of the Matterhorn, how did Whymper come to give the tent
to the Maquignaz family?

MJ Esten

CHARLES CLARKE STARTS MOUNTAIN BOOKSHOP

Charles Clarke has opened a specialist climbing bookshop in London.
Called The Second Step, it sells rare volumes, photographs and prints, as
well as more standard fare. The shop is at York Arcade, 80 Islington High
Street, London NI 8EQ. Phone/Fax 071-359 6412. It is two minutes from
Angel tube station and is open on Wednesdays and Saturdays.

ERRATA

Alpine Journal 1993 Vol98 The following corrections have been noted:
Plate 26 The caption should read 'Tenzing in 1969, with his wife Daku

and daughter Pem Pem:
Plate 39 The small circle to the left of the arrow should be removed.
Page 91 Eight lines up from the foot, the years 1983 and 1982 should

be reversed.
The Editor apologises to John Hunt and Kurt Diemberger for these errors.
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